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Good afternoon
 
Thank you for your email and attachment.
 
The application above was submitted on 28 May 2026 and the acceptance decision must be
taken on or before 25 June 2026. The decision will be published on the project webpage of
the National Infrastructure Planning website.
 
If the application is accepted, the following documents will also be published on the
project webpage:

The application documents (if they are not already published).
Any Adequacy of Consultation Representations submitted by relevant local authorities.
The Planning Inspectorate’s acceptance checklist.

 
The acceptance tests
 
Section 55 of the Planning Act 2008 states that an application can be accepted provided:

·       it is an application for an order granting development consent;
·       that development consent is required for any of the development to which the

application relates;
·       the Applicant has, in relation to a proposed application that has become the

application, complied with Chapter 2 of Part 5 (pre-application procedure); and
·       that the application (including accompaniments) is of a standard that the Secretary

of State considers satisfactory.
 
The following must be considered when making the decision:
 

a) The Consultation Report received with the application
b) Any Adequacy of Consultation Representations received by the Planning Inspectorate

from a local authority consultee.
c) The extent to which the Applicant has had regard to government guidance.

 
If you have sent comments about the Pre-application consultation, these can be
considered in addition to the statutorily required acceptance tests when making the decision
about whether or not to accept the application. However, it will be for the decision maker (the
Planning Inspectorate on behalf of the Secretary of State) to decide the weight to give to the
views expressed based on the individual facts of the case.
 
If you have sent comments about the merits of the Proposed Development (e.g. setting
out support for, or objection to, the principle of the Proposed Development) these cannot be
considered at the acceptance stage. Should the application be accepted for Examination you
will be able to submit your comments as a ‘Relevant Representation’ and register as an
Interested Party. Your comments must be submitted on the ‘Registration and Relevant
Representation form’ which will be made available on the project webpage of the National
Infrastructure Planning website at the appropriate time. 
 
Further information about registering as an Interested Party can be found in the Planning
Inspectorate’s Advice for members of the public: How to register to have your say and make
a relevant representation.
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You may find it helpful to subscribe to Get updates by email on the progress of the above
application.
 
 
Kind Regards
 
 

Rammiel Burnie ( )
Case Officer
Planning Inspectorate
Telephone:  0303 444 5201
www.gov.uk/pins

Ensuring fairness, openness and impartiality across all our services
 
This communication does not constitute legal advice.
Our Customer Privacy Notice sets out how we handle personal data in accordance with the law.
 
From: @parliament.uk> 
Sent: 11 June 2026 21:25
To: Hampshire Water Project <HampshireWaterProject@planninginspectorate.gov.uk>
Subject: Re: Hampshire Water Recycling and Transfer Project at Havant Thicket Reservoir

 

Dear Sir/Madam,
 
A number of constituents have contacted me to express concerns about the consultation on the Water
Recycling and Transfer Project in Hampshire.
 
I am concerned by reports that some areas within my constituency, particularly around Rowlands Castle, do
not feel they have been adequately engaged at a formative stage of the project.
 
Questions have also been raised regarding the transparency, accessibility and overall reach of the
consultations that have taken place. In particular, constituents have queried whether a predominantly
“digital-first” approach is appropriate in a community with a significant older population, many of whom may
not habitually use online communications. I would have thought that information about the proposals would
be distributed alongside customers’ bills as an initial means of ensuring broad public awareness.
 
Indeed, through my own residents’ survey last year, I became aware that while some residents in the
Rowlands Castle area were aware, others living close to the proposed site were unaware of Southern Water’s
proposals until they received my survey.
 
Given that this proposal involves the introduction of a technology not previously used in the UK, those most
directly affected, whether by the disruption caused by construction works or through the eventual supply of
recycled water, should have been given the fullest opportunity to express their views before Southern Water
took the decision to proceed with their preferred option.
 
Yours faithfully,
 
Damian Hinds
 
====================================
Damian Hinds
Member of Parliament for East Hampshire
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